
Easy Theme Correlation 
From Open Court Reading to Macmillan/California Vistas 

 
Open Court 
Unit/Theme 

 

Grade 5 

 
 
 

California Vistas 
Unit 

 
California Vistas 

Essential 
Question  

(May be added to 
OCR Concept 

Question Board) 

Unit Reading 
Skill Reinforced 

in California 
Vistas 

(Previously taught in 
OCR – See Correlation 
Section of California 
Vistas TR70/71 for 
OCR Correlating 
pages) 

Unit 1: 
Cooperation and 
Competition 

Unit 1: Native 
People of North 
America 

How do different 
places affect the 
way people live? 

Identify Main Idea 
and Details 
California Vistas: p. 52 
 

Unit 2: Astronomy Unit 2: Exploration 
and Colonization 

What happens 
when different 
cultures first 
meet? 

Sequence Events 
California Vistas: p. 124
 

Unit 3: Heritage Unit 3: Establish 
the 13 Colonies 

Why do people 
settle new areas? 

Summarize 
California Vistas: p. 216

Unit 4: Making a 
New Nation 

Unit 4: The 
Struggle for North 
America * 
Unit 5: A New 
Nation* 
* Suggestion:  Use 
Time Savers for 
Chapters 10-14 found 
on Chapter Opener 
Pages (with timelines), 
For example Chapter 
10 page 334. 

Unit 4: What are 
some things 
people are willing 
to fight for? 
Unit 5: Why do 
people form 
governments? 

Unit 4: Identify 
Cause and Effect 
California Vistas: p. 332
Unit 5: Compare 
and Contrast 
California Vistas: p. 434
 

Unit 5: Going West Unit 6: The Nation 
Expands 

How do new 
technologies 
change people’s 
lives? 

Draw Conclusions 
California Vistas: p. 508
 

Unit 6: Journeys 
and Quests 

Unit 7: The 
American People, 
Then and Now 

How does a nation 
protect its 
freedoms? 

Make Inferences 
California Vistas: p. 584

 


